CONFIDENTIAL. | 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWS PAPERS. 


FEBRUARY 28, 1876. 


POLITICAL (GENERAL). 


THe Ashraf-ul-Akhbdér of the 11th February says that the 
Indian Public Opinion has been circulating a most deliberate 
falsehood, vis., that a five-chamber revolver, loaded with 
bullets, was found near the Jamma Magjid Gate. The inhabi- 
tants of Delhi, particularly the Muhammadan portion, feel 
aggrieved at such lies being circulated ; for although they are 
lies, people at a distance might mistake them for facts. The 
readers of the Indian Public Opinion will no doubt believe it 
to be a fact, and if other papers are blind enough to extract 
this lie, the result will be that the Europeans will think that the 
Muhammadans of India, particularly those of Delhi, are bad 
and disloyal subjects, and are dissatisfied with the British 
Government. It is such papers as the above that give out 
that when the Russians invade India the Muhammadans will 
raise a disturbance and join the Russians : it is a fact that the _ 
English papers are the greatest enemies of the British 
Government. Such writings are encouraging the Russians, 
who are taking long steps towards Hindustan. There is no 
doubt that if the Afghans were not such brave men, Hindus- 
tan. would have been invaded by the Russians long ago. 


[24 


The Sadddarshd of the 21st February quotes the Queen’s 
speech, and remarks ‘all the above is good news for India.” 


The Nair-i-Azam of the 21st February writes that 
France has taken offence at the purchase of the Suez Canal 
shares by England belonging to the Khedive of Egypt. 


The same journal says that there are warlike rumours 
going about in Europe, and that England is daily building 
vessels of war. 


The Nastr-ul-Akhbdr of the 11th February writes that 
England has given serious offence to France for having 
purchased the Suez Canal shares, and goes on to say that 
Lord Derby informed the French ambassador that the object 
England had in purchasing the canal shares was to keep the 
route to India in its hands, so that the mails, &c., may not be 
delayed, and not for the sake of any direct’ gain to: England. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 16th February writes that every 
one in Europe thinks that either within two or three vears 
or two or three months there will be war; no one can deny 
the warlike appearance and the preparations that are being 
made by all the sovereigns of Kurope. Russia is the cause of 
all this, and it is left to her to declare war now or after a 
couple of years, and when it does take place it will be fearful, 
such as used to take place between giants. 


The Anjuman-i-Hind of the 19th February has the same 
article. 


The Urdé Akhbar of the 12th February takes notice of an 


exchange of presents between the King of Burmah and the 
Shah of Persia. 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 10th February writes that 
Russia wishes to take Turkey, but that the English will 
neither compel the Sultén to reform his government, nor 
allow the Russians to invade and take the country. At present 
the country is entirely misgoverned, and everything is going 
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wrong. England is afraid that if the Russians take Turkey 
they will become very powerful. The Amir of Cabul is also 
a bad man; he also neglects the affairs of bis country, and no 
one has any confidence in him. His subjects do not fear him, 
the Khyber Pass is in a fearful state, the road is not safe 
travellers are often murdered, and the English Government 
do not care to annex his country (Afghanistan), and are 
afraid lest the rumours of this should reach C&ébul, in which 
case the Amir would at once join the Russians and declare war 
with the British Government, but this state is in its last stage, 
and on the death of Sher Ali Khan will be ruined. 


The Tohfa-i-Panjab of the 18th February writes :—* seve- 
ral newspapers have been writing about the debt of the 
Sult4n of Turkey and the cause of the disturbance at 
Herzegovina. It appears that the Christians of several countries 
have assisted their insurgent and rebel brothers. with money to 
enable them to fight against their king; for instance, a rich — 


banker from America and a clergyman from London have sent 
large sums of money ; similarly other powers, with the object 
of dividing the Sultan’s country, have also assisted the rebels 
openly. The whole debt of the Sultan amounts to sixty-four 
crores of rupees. Although other powers are far more in debt 
than the Sultén of Turkey nothing is said about them. The 
editor does not con sider the debt of the Sultan very large, 
and thinks it could be at once paid up by the Muhammadans of 
India, who number five crores. Out of the five four are unable 
to subscribe anything towards the paying off of the debt; still — 
there remains one crore of good and faithful followers of Islam 
in India, who by subscribing sixty-four rupees each could pay 
off at once the debt of the Sultén. The editor thinks there 
are several Muhammadans in India who could subscribe ten 
and twenty lakhs of rupees each, and recommends them to pur- 
chase the Turkish bonds held by the Russians, Germans, and 
others; then the Sultan of Islam would be indebted to the 
Muhammadans only, and the British Government could take 
no offence at our doing this, as the two governments are on 
friendly terms. 


a 
CKBUL AND CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS. 


The Najm-ul-Akhbér of the 1st February writes that 
Lord Northbrook and Mr. Aitchison both consider it advis- 
able that a British Resident should be stationed at Kashgar, 
but the Amir of Kashgar thinks itis useless being on friendly 
terms with the British Government; if such is the case, what 
was the use of putting down in the treaty that a British 
Resident would remain at Kashgar ? 


The Sayyid-ul-Akhbdér of the 10th February writes that 
the Amir of Cabul is very busy at present preparing his 
army, and has issued a proclamation that he is preparing for 
a religious and holy war; that every one should assist him, 
and that all his subjects have at onee acceded to his request, 
and have joined his army, and are now learning their drill. 
The Mullas have promised to supply one lakh of men, and 
these men will require no pay but simply powder and bullets. 
The above was extracted from the Aftdb-t-Punjdb, a paper 
published at Lahore. 


The Khair Khwah-i-Alam of the 11th February writes 
that the Amir of Cabul has sent Yakab Khan’s father-in- 
law to prison for being implicated in the attempt to release 
Yakub Khao. Nauroz Khan, of Lalpura, is again plundering. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 22nd February writes that 
Cabul troops have arrived at Lalpura for the purpose of pro- 
tecting travellers between Peshawur and Cébul. 


The Khair Khawdh-i-Hind of the 24th February writes | 
that the Russians at Kokhand are instigating the inhabitants to 
petition the Emperor of Rassia to take possession of their 


country. 


The Nair-i-Akhbar of the 10th February writes that the 
_ Amir of OAbul has sent an army to Jalalabad, as he intends to 
collect tribute from the people of Bijour. If the Khan of 
Bijour willingly pays up well and good, if not, the Amir 
intends to enforce his rights. 


[= J 

The Vrit Dhdrd of the 14th February says that the Rus- 
sians are daily advancing, and no one knows the day they will 
invade Hindust&n ; daily they are preparing the way to India. 
The Russians are about to establish a railway, and as soon 
as this is done, they will enter Turkistin; workmen are 
employed on the line from Churjor to Herat. The editor 
continues,—‘ The Indian army is about 120,000 strong, but in 
time of war with difficulty 60,000 men will be found to take 
the field.”’ 


The Agra Akhbdér of the 20th February regrets to find 
that Yakab Khan has not yet been released by the Amir of 
Cébul; and says,—‘“‘ This is the principal cause of the disturb- 
ance that is taking place at Cabul. Peace and tranquillity the 
Amir of Cabul will never enjoy as long as Yakab Khan is 
kept a prisoner.” The editor, therefore, recommends, his im- 


mediate release from prison. 


POLITICAL (NATIVK STATES). 


The Kavi Vaehan Sudhd of the 7th February says that 
a cousin of Malhar Rao, late Gaekwar of Baroda, has arrived 
as a state prisoner at Benares. He claimed the Baroda Gad- 
di and was plotting against the State. 


(HAIDRABAD.) 


The Akhbér-i-Am of the 9th February reports disturb- 
ances rife at Haidrabad between the two sects of Muham- 
madans. 


The Lauh-t-Mahféz of the 18th February writes that 
the Mehdavies at Haidrabad are still giving great trouble and 
creating disturbances. A few days ago a cart loaded with 
powder going to them was seized. ee 


The Tdj-ul-Akhbdr of the 24th February writes that Sir 
Salar Jang has been receiving anonymous letters warning 
him that his life is in danger as was that of Maulvi Muhammad 
Zama Khan. 


( %@ } 


The same journal and the Nir-i-A/fshdn of the 17th Feb- 
ruary say that the object of the Resident of Haidrabad going 
to Calcutta is, that he wishes the whole of the Berars to be 
annexed to the British territories. | 


The Sadddarshd of the 14th February, and also the Nur- 
ul- Absdr of the 15th February, write that the Nizam of 


Haidrabad is about to banish all the Sunni Pathans from his 
territory. — 


_ The Ldmd-i-Nér of the 20th February writes that on the 
4tb January last, Maulvi Muhammad Zama Khin, the tutor 
of the Niz&m of Haidrabad, was murdered by one of the 
Mehdavi sect of the city. The editor recommends that 
after the assassin has been hung, those aiding and abetting 
: him should be traced and severely punished, if not, any one in 
order to help his family with a large sum of money will 
commit murder and lose his life, leaving this money with his 
friends and family to enjoy, and will consider his act praise- 
worthy on religious grounds ; if this is not done, the lives of 
celebrated Maulvis and Missionaries will not be safe. 


PS as 


The Muir Gazette of the 20th February writes that lately 

a great deal has been written and said about the resignation 

of Mr. Saunders, the British Resident at Haidrabad, and his 

having left this country ; about the Nizém not having gone to 

seo the Prince of Wales at Bombay, and about the appoint- 
ment of Sir Richard Meade as Resident. It appears that the 
political relations between Native Chiefs and Residents are at 

present very weak, and that with the least pull it breaks 

asunder. The native chiefs consider themselves independent 

and boast of having assisted the British Government at a 

time when its light was almost being extinguished, and resi- 

dents do their duty only when they keep the Government 

informed of the condition of their states. It is this that 
causes an ill-feeling between the two; that the Government 
sometimes puts too much confidence in residents, and acts upon 
their reports. If both the chiefs and residents were made to 
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understand their proper positions, all this disagreeableness 
~ would never take place. The Foreign Office is principally to 
blame that such a state of affairs should exist. 


The Albert Gazette of the 18th February does not think it 
prudent on the part of Sir Salar Jang at present to proceed to 
England, as the State of Haidrabad is anything but satis- 
factory. 


The Lauh-t-Mahfiz of the 18th February says that the 
Governor-General should advise his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales to visit Haidrabad on his way back to Bom- 
bay, that by doing so he would confer a great favour on the 
Nizam. 

The Akmal-ul-Akbdr of the 13th February writes that when 
the Prince of Wales returns to Bombay, the Nizam of Haidra- 
bad will go there to meet him. 


PRINCE OF WALES’ VISIT. 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 80th December writes that it 
is a matter of joy that the future King of Hindustan, His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, has landed in Hindus- 
tan. This will be a matter of rejoicing to all its inhabitants ; 
there could not have been any other subject for rejoicing than 
this; that our Prince this day te show himself to us has left 
his place and country, and after putting up with the inconve- 
nience of travelling in several countries has arrived here for 
this reason ; the inhabitants of Hindustan will spend lakhs on 
his reception, and by spending lakhs they are making their 
country worthy of a royal visit; the country looks splendid 
now, such as never was seen or heard of before ; this is as it 
should be; it is the duty of the subject. If the subjects did not 
do this, their attachment to their sovereign would not be 
proved. But oh! brothers, let us know what has brought out 
the Prince of Wales to this country ; has he come to see our 
miseries and troubles and wants, to relieve them and to 
become friends with the r4jas and chiefs? ‘Then say after his 
arrival in Hindustan what has he done and what troubles of 
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the ryots has he alleviated, and with what réj& has he 


become friends ; from what I have heard the contrary appears 
to be the case, for every one is aware how he treated the 
Mahéréja of Udaipur and how he acted towards the Nizam of 
Haidrabad. From this the hearts of the people are pained 
and they have become sad, then where is there friendship 
in all this. This proves how simple are our rajas of Hin- 
dustfn, notwithstanding what they have seen, they dont 
seem to think of their future; whenever they are sum- 
moned by the Government to attend darbars, they will- 
ingly do so at enormous expense to themselves amounting 
to lakhs. Sometimes they leave their palaces and states, put 
up with the inconvenience of long journeys, and attend to 
the call of Government, and willingly consent to any pro- 
posal made to them at the darbar. Our princes only wish 
to be treated kindly, and they will do anything. After all this 
still they are treated unkindly, and still they cling to the 
Government; and will not change their conduct. It is to be 
regretted that our Queen will not see all this; that the native 
princes will go through any inconvenience for a kind word 


and kind treatment, therefore they should be as kindly treated 


as they deserve, and become intimate and friendly with them. 
If it is-said that the Prince has come to this country to alleviate 
the troubles of the ryots, I cannot believe it; for since the day 
he landed on these shores, from that day the country is being 
decorated in such a manner as to shame the godly regions, 
and as memorials of his visit, schools, colleges, and hospitals 
are being established all over the country, and lakhs of rupees 
are being spent on them. Besides this grand preparations are 
being made in the native states for the reception of the Prince; 
lakhs are being spent on illuminations and fireworks, All this 
proves that Hindust4n is in need of nothing, and that she has 
no troubles at present ; whichever side the Prince lifts his ‘eyes 
he sees nothing but grandeur and rejoicing, then how can the 
ryots be relieved from their troubles. Prince! if you wish to 
remove the troubles of the ryots, then dont believe on seeing 


a Ree 


all this rejoicing that the ryots hive no troubles on them, if 
such will be your impression, their miseries will never be 
alleviated. All this is done to show our joy at ‘your visit; if 
¢kas was not done, our love for the king would not be proved ; 
the ryots of Hindustan wish to please your Royal Highness 
by giving you grand receptions, that you may be pleased with 
us and relieve all our troubles and difficulties, this is our only 
prayer. 


Tho Wasim-i-Jaunpur of the 15th February congratulates 
the Prince of Wales on having impressed so favourably the 


different ehiefs, and hopes the latter made an equally favourable 
impression on His Reyal Highness. 


The Samai-Vinod of the 15th February writes that on 
the occasion of the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales at Delhi, a revelver was found loaded near the Jamma 
Musjid, and that the person who found it has since then died, 
and the owner of the revolver has not been traced. 


The Zuj-ul-Akhbér of the 17th February reports that the 
ex-King of Oudh refused to visit the Prince of Wales at Cal- 
eutta, saying that he was no longer a king bat that he was a 
beggar, and that if he was a king he would have visited His 
Royal Highness ; that hearing this, the Prince of .Wales went 
to him and told ‘him that he would intercede on his behalf with 
Her Majesty the Queen, and that the ex-king presented the 
Prince with a golden walking stiek set with gems.. The editor 


says if the above is true, His Royal Highness is sure to fulfil 
his promise on returning to England. | 


The Khater Khwdh-i-Alam of the 18th February writes 
sarcastically that the orders of the Government of India, cir- 
culated in the Foreign Office circular, about not giving valu- 
able presents te the Prince of Wales, have been well carried 
out. It is said that the Gackwar of Baroda spent one lakh of 
rupees on the dinner given to His Royal Highness at Baroda ; _ 
that the Mahér4jé Holkar of Indore spent five lakhs on the 
presents made to the Prinee ; the Maharaj4 of Pattidla spent 
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four lakhs on jewelries, and fifteen lakhs on a eoat presented 
to the Prince. The following chiefs have spent the amounts 


mentioned opposite their names, mz. :— 


Mahéar4j& of Cashmere, fifty lakhs of rupees, 
Mahér4ji Scindia, twenty lakhs of rupees. 
‘The Nizam, twenty lakhs of rupees. 
‘Sir Salér Jang, two lakhs of rupees. 
The Maharfjé of Benares and other petty chiefs have also 
spent large sums of money, 


The Koh-t-Neér of the 9th February writes :—‘ The Nawab 
of Rimpur has made several very valuable presents to the 
Prince of Wales, notwithstanding the orders of the Government 


of India that very valuable presents were not to be made.” 


ADMINISTR ATIVE GENERAL. 
The Akhbér-i-A’lam of the 10th February writes that it 
often happens that Collectors and Magistrates are appointed as 


Judges in Bengal without having passed any examination 
in Civil Law ; that these officials are often entirely ignorant of 


such laws ; and the consequence is that the public suffer from 


their incompetence. They often pass illegal decrees, and the 
Vakils laugh at and ridicule the decisions of such judges. 


The Nir-i-Af shin of the 24th February notices with 
approval the order of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab, 


that all ancient —— are to be properly looked after and 
kept in repair. 


The Lauh-t-Mahfiz of the 11th iia writes :—The 
natives are blamed for not using English medicines, but the 
true reason why the natives do not do so is that they are, most 
of them, toe poor to be able to pay the European doctors’ 
fees, who charge from Rs. 10 to 20, and Rs. 5 for native 
surgeons. How can a native pay this. 


The Lamd-i-Nér of the 13th February recommends that 


all the kazis should be appointed registrars i in their _Feapes- 
tive towns and villages. 


Oe. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the -18th February 
writes that now no official can object to natives appearing 
before them with English shoes on and hammamahs on their 
heads, as at the darbar held by His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales at Agra, all the natives were admitted before the 
Prince with shoes and hammamahs on. This question must 
rest now as settled, as there will never be another darbér held 
in India superior to that held by His Royal Hichness. 


RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL 


The Albert Gazette of the 4th February is glad to find that 
the Local Committee have rendered such good assistance to 
the Educational Department of the North-Western Provinces 
as appears from the Educational Reports for 1874-75, but 
regrets to find that the reports of the Committee are not very 
cheering, and that the result of their labour has not been all 
that was expected. ‘The editor regrets to find that the people 
of the Panj&b do not take the samo interest in matters of 
education as those of the North-Western Provinces, and do not 
render much assistance to the District Inspectors, and recom- 
mends the Rais to do so for future, as it is for the benefit of 


the public and their children. 

The fact that the young Raja of Jalrapa&tan is about to 
_join the Mayo College is noticed by several papers (the Adil-t- 
Alam of February 11th, the Julwa-i-Tur of F — 8th, and 
others). 

The Niéra-Afshan of ‘Mie 24th February writes that the 
Calcutta Bengalis sre much depressed at the result of the 
last B. A. examination. 


The Adib-i-Alam of the 18th February writes that when 
the Government goes to so much trouble and expense in edu- 
cating young.men, itis the daty of Government to provide 
them with suitable appointments in its offices, and should issue 
orders that the students educated in Government schools 
and colleges should have the preferenee of appointments in 


Government offices. 
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| LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS, 

| The Oudh Akhbdr of the 13th February complains of thie 
numerous thefts that take place in the village of Mobaun in 
the Unao district, althowgh’ the inbabitante are taxed for the 


pay of chaukidars. 


‘Fhe Rahbar-i-Hind of the 12th February complains that 
vaccinators are going about the city of Amritsar vaccinating: 
children by force, and forcimg themselves into the presence 
of pardah women for the above purpose: 


_ The same journal again calls attention to the filthy state 
of the city of Amritsar, and (February 17th) comphins of the 
bad food that is allowed to be sold in the city. 


Phe Mir-i-Afshan of the 10th February complains that 
postage stamps cannot be precured readily at the Ambahtah 
Post-office in the Saharanpur district, and that the inhabi~ 
tants thereby are put to great inconvenience. 


The Rohilkhand Akhbér of the 19th February, qttoting. 
from the Fioneer (without acknowledgment) the news of the 
theft. of the Insignia of the Star of India from the Mahardja 
of Travancore, quotes also the / toneer’s sneer about the value 
of the order. 


Fhe Matldié- Ndr of the 22nd February draws attention’ 
to the wnusual prevalence of theft in Etawah, and the Sayyad- 
ul-Akhbdr of the 29th February calls attention t» the bad meat 
that is sold at Meerut. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 15th February writes that 
the cause of the road or pass between Peshéwur and Koh4t 
being stopped is that the Deputy Commissioner of Peshawur 
wanted to make a road throu gh the pass to which the Afridis 
objected, and said that th ucy had never permitted any king to 
make such a road, and’ thev could not allow the British Go- 


vernment to do so, hence the closing of the Pass and the dis- 
continuance of the subsidy. 


[=e 


The Agra Akhbér of the 20th February complains of the 
Agra Local Committee for having taxed the shop-keepers 
for opening stalls at the Karbala during the last Muharram 
festival. The editor condemns the action of the committee 
as contrary to the policy of Government. 


LORD NORTHBROOK’S RESIGNATION. 


The Rohilkhand Akhbdr of the 12th February says that the 
teason for Lord Northbrook’s giving up his appointment 
is that His Lordship finds the work of his office: too heavy for’. 
him. The editor thinks that the Europeans in the country 
are not able to work very hard on account of the heat, and 


that on this aceount the Europeans in this country become 
enfeebled. 


~The Rdjputdna Social Science Congress Gazette of. the 
18th February writes that the Indian Daily News condemns 
the appointment of Lord Lytton as Viceroy and Governor- 
- General of India. Was there no other statesman willing. to 
accept this high office? The reason why statesmen are not 
willing te accept this office is that they like to remain in their 
ewn country and enjoy themselves, and dont seem to care for 
making a name for of themselves. Moreover the office and 
authority now is not what it was some time ago. 


RAILWAY AND POST-OFFICE. 


The Waktl-i-Hindustdn of the 12th February ‘ehte 
of the conduct of the subordinate employés of the railways. 
| which brings disgrace on the respectable. and European por- 
tion of the railway servants. Not long ago a native subor- 
dinate at the Lahore Railway Station did not behave as he 
should ‘have done to the Naw‘b of Loharu, on which account 
the Nawab refused to travel by train from Lahore to Amritsar. 
The company thus gota badname. The editor calls upon the 


Consulting Engineer to the Government of the Panjab to take 
notice of this matter. 


The Raknama-i-Hind of the 22nd February praises the 
management of the state railway running between Lahore 
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